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THE RELIGION OF THE VEDANTA 1 

After an introduction of more than a hundred pages, treating of the 
literature, aims, study, and qualifications for the study of the Vedanta, 
as well as of the exoteric and esoteric Vedanta doctrine, the book, in five 
parts, reproduces and systematizes the theology or doctrine of Brahman, 
cosmology or the doctrine of the world, psychology or the doctrine of the 
soul, Samsara, or the doctrine of the transmigration of the soul, and, 
lastly Moksha or the teaching of liberation. 

Deussen thus sets forth the systematic teaching of the Vedanta, 
according to the poems of Cankara, "Master of Southern India," with 
many rich treasures of the Upanishads added. The Upanishads are 
"mountain tarns," the Bhagavad Glta "serene forest lake," the Sutras 
"the deep reservoir" ; and of course, Cankara is the guardian of the sacred 
waters, who, by his Commentaries, has hemmed them about, and kept 
them from all impurities or "Time's jealousy." But the ancient waters 
are somewhat clogged by time, and their old courses are hidden and 
choked. Hence the need of Deussen's service to trace the old, holy 
streams, clearing the reservoir, making the primal waters of life potable 
for Western people. The task was enormous, and we should look on it 
with favor. But Deussen, as might be expected, from his book The 
Elements of Metaphysics, expounding his own system, supplies to "tarn" 
and "lake" and "reservoir," alien currents from Kant and Schopen- 
hauer — who is passably oriental himself, however — as well as from 
himself and others, so that the reader must keep up the critical endeavor 
to distinguish the "lovely fountains and lakelets" of Deussen's own from 
" the pure waters of the everlasting snows " of the Upanishads. Deussen 
is such a devotee of the Vedanta that he does not seem to be able to 
give an objective and impartial interpretation of Western thinkers, and 
yet so saturated with the culture of the West that he cannot keep from 
coloring his oriental ontology and monism and pessimism with the this- 
worldliness of our pragmatic and unsacred secularity. But the two 
cannot be mixed. East is east and West is west, as may be seen from 
the fundamental thought of the Vedanta, the fundamental concept 
of the system, which declares all empirical, physical knowledge to be 
ignorance, and the opposing metaphysics of the Vedanta, proceeding 
beyond the world of experience, as alone knowledge. 
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